Anesthesia for laparoscopic surgery in a patient with myotonic dystrophy (Steinert's disease): beneficial use of sugammadex, but incorrect use of pethidine: a case report.
Patients with Myotonic Dystrophy show an unpredictable response to several anesthetic drugs including opioids, neuromuscular blocking agents and especially reversal agents like neostigmine. We describe the case of a 40 year old patient with myotonic dystrophy who underwent laparoscopic cholecystectomy and ovarian cyst removal under general anesthesia. The authors suggest the use of the new reversal agent suggamadex, for reversing neuromuscular blockade caused by rocuronium, in patients suffering from neuromuscular disease and especially from Myotonic Dystrophy, because it rapidly and completely reverses any residual neuromuscular blockade, but also underline the increased susceptibility of these patients to opioids.